The British Association for Shooting & Conservation

YOUNG PEOPLE AND FIREARMS

SECTION 1 FIREARMS — INCLUDING RIFLES, MUZZLE-LOADING PISTOLS/HANDGUNS AND
CERTAIN TYPES OF SHOTGUN

Incorporating amendments from the Policing and Crime Act 2017
The detail in this fact sheet becomes law on 2" May 2017

UNDER 14 YEARS OF AGE

No-one under the age of 14 may use a Section 1 Firearm except for target shooting as a member of a Home
Office approved rifle club; or at a shooting gallery where no rifles larger than .23 inch calibre are used (e.g.
at Fairs).

14 TO 17 YEARS OF AGE

At the age of 14 a person may hold a firearm certificate and may then be given firearms and ammunition
within the conditions on the certificate.

The law does not set a minimum age at which the holder of a firearm certificate may shoot without adult
supervision. That is left to the discretion of the parent or guardian.

18 AND OVER

On reaching the age of 18, the holder of a firearm certificate may hire or purchase firearms and ammunition
in accordance with the conditions on that certificate.

Borrowing rifles on private premises (NEW 2017)

Section 11A of the Firearms Act 1968 now outlines the new rifle lending provisions.

For full details on how to comply with the law, see BASC’s fact sheet “Borrowing Rifles” —
https://basc.org.uk/wp-content/plugins/download-monitor/download.php?id=38

ENQUIRIES TO: Phone 01244-573010
E-mail: firearms@basc.org.uk
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